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INTRODUCTION. 


Mr. HANBY being juſtly held in high eſtimation in 
this circuit, it would have been deemed a very great ſlight 
upon his memory, if I had not taken ſome public notice 
of his death. My knowledge of that good man, for near 
forty years, made me very willing to comply with the wiſhes 
of his numerous friends on the mournful occaſion, without 
the leaſt thought of printing the ſermon, which was deli- 
vered in all the principal places in the circuit. But ſe- 
veral circymſtances concur to make the publication neceſ- 
ſary. In this age of parties, even good Mr. Hanby did 
not eſcape cenſure; and therefore what I have ſaid in his 
ſavour muſt ſpeak for itſelf. ' But ſeeing Mr. Pawſon had 
taken the ſame text, a thing unknown to me, until I had 
written every word of the ſermon, and alſo had foreſtalled 
me in ſeveral reſpects, I was almoſt at a ſtand ; but till, 
the reaſons for my ſermon appearing, were not removed, 
Though we differ a little in method, yet we harmonize in 
ſentiment, both as to the doctrine in the text, and our va- 
luable friend deceaſed. I ſhall commit this feeble attempt 
to the ſerious conſideration of the pious and candid rea- 
der, and alſo to-the bleſſing of divine providence, 
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Uurists Ministers, and the Peqle s Duty. 


Hx B. xili. 7. 


80 Remember them that have the rule over you ,who have 
ſpoken unto you the word of God: whoſe faith follow, 
conſidering the end of their converſation.” 


TN all collected, and well connected bodies, there 


are certain ranks and orders which are highly 


neceſſary for the welfare of the whole. It is ſo 


in kingdoms, in corporations, in military depart- 


ments, yea in private families. Even in a well 


conſtructed machine there are certain wheels, 


and other parts, which are all uſeful in their 


Phage: but then it is neceſſary that every wheel 
keep its proper place; or-it confuſes the whole. 
Now this is the caſe with the church; it is God's 
machine, it is the Lord's family, and he has 
placed different orders therein ; - e gave ſome 
Ahoſtles; and ſome Prophets; and ſome Evangelifts ; 
and ſome Paſtors and 1eachers for the fterfecting of the 


Saints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying 


of the body of Chriſt. Now it was well that each 
of theſe officers knew their place and kept it; 
otherwiſe great confuſion , muſt have enſued. 
Under the Law, a man was not to wear a wo- 
man's apparel, nora woman that which belonged 
to a man. In a private family, if the wife will 


uſurp the office of the huſband, or the huſband 
intrade into the place of the wife, or the child 


into that of the parent, what confuſion muſt en- 
ſue? So likewiſe in the church, that glorious 
| A 2 F machine, 


4 
machine, it is neceſſary that every wheel be found 
in its place, or there muſt be great diſorder. 
Hence it is that the Apoſtle aſks, Are all Apoſtles ? 
Are all Prophets ? Are all Teachers? {a} No, there 
was no need of that; only let each know their 
Place and keep it, and there will be no ſchiſm, 
no breach in the body, no ſtoppage in the.ma- 
chine. Now if God take away a wheel, or a 
miniſter, he can pnt another in its place, for he 
is the almighty workman: we may regret their 
removal; but if he aſſigns them a more honour- 
able ſtation, with him is the reſidue of the ſpirit, 
and he can raiſe up whom he pleaſes, to fill up 
their vacancy, He has lately removed a wheel 
from our machine, and we feel a loſs, and the 
text points out the way for us to improve that 
Joſs ; Remember, ſays it, them that have the rule 


over you. There muſt be rulers in the church, 


though not Lords over God's inheritance, and 
there is ſome reſpect and attention due to ſuch; 
for the Apoſtle ſays, Let the Elders who rule well, 
be accounted worthy of double honour ; eſpecially they 
who labour in the word and dofirine, [G But it is 
time to enquire, - 
I. What ſort of men ought they to be who 
have the rule in the church. | | 
II. What is the duty of the church to them. 


III. We may ſee how far matters will apply to 
the caſein hand upon the preſent ſolemn occaſion. 
1. We are to enquire what fort of men ought to 
bear rule in the church of God. To find out their 
character at large, we muſt look into St. Paul's 
epiſtles to Timothy and Titus. A Biſhop, a ruler 
(a) 1 Cor. xii: 29. (3) 1 Tim. v. 17. 


— 2. 


_ 


| 3 
muft be blamelefs, the huſoand of one wife, vigilant," 
ſober, of good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, ant, or 
proper to teach; not given to wine, no firiker, not greedy 
of filthy tucre, but fratient, not a brawler, not covetous. 
— Not a novice, left being hifted un with firide, he fall 
into the temptation of the devil. Moreover he muſt have 
4 good rehort of them that are without ; left he fall 
into refiroach, and ſo reproach his work, and fall 
into the ſnare of the devil. ſa Now much might 
| be ſaid in commenting and enlarging upon the 
above qualities ; but I chooſe rather to fix upon 
one idea, wherein the Apoſtle ſums up the cha- 
racter of aruler in the church, and that is, Man ef 
| God., But tie man of God muſt flee thoſe things, ſpoken 
againſt in the preceding verſes ;. and fo/low after 
' righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience andmeek- 
; neſs. (b) The term Manof God, is expreſſive, and 
| given to ſeveral of the prophets, and is ſurely de- 
tting a miniſter of God, 

Firſt; Aman of God is one that is born of God; 
born of the ſpirit, begotten again to a lively hope 
| by the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead; and 
is born of incorruptible ſeed that liveth and abid- 
eth for ever. He is tranſlated out of the kingdom 
| of darkneſs unto the kingdom of God's dear Son. 
e is in Chriſt Jeſus, and is a new creature: old 

things are pole away, and all things are be- 
« come new. No one can be a man of God unleſs 
be is a child of God; and how can he be a child 
of God who is not born of God? the apoſtle ac- 
knowledges zi natural ſtate, wherein Je was a 
| 2aſphemer, and an injurious fier fon; but he obtained 
mercy, becanſe he did it ignorantly in unbelief. And 
le grace of our Lord was exceeding. abundant with 
| | A3 


6 1 Tim. iii. 2—1 (4) Chap. vii. 17. 


77 So. ot ee ES 
— 


© % we mon HH OT ip mu f uw 


, 


PAF 


faith and love which is in Jeſus Chriſt. (a) I do not 
ſee how they can preach experience, that is, re- 
pentance, faith and love to God and man, who 
are ſtrangers to theſe qualities themſelves. If 
any man have not the ſpirit of Chrift, he is none 
of bis; and therefore can be no proper ruler in 
his ehurch. $a hag 5h | 

2d. The Man of God is one that is taught of 
God; or otherwiſe all other teaching will avait 
very little. The apoſtle was well verſed in ſehool 
learning, and excelled many of his equals in age 
and rank of life; but ſtill he was not taught of 
God; no, he was ignorant of the true God, and 
an enemy to him, and a perfecutor of his ſaints, 
until it eaſed God to reveal his San in him ; and 
then, ſenſible of his ignorance, he cried out, Lord, 
what wouldſt thou aue me to do? However, this 
divine teaching does not ſupercede our own en- 
deavours after uſeful knowledge. T4mothy,though. 
taught of God, is nevertheleſs exhorted to give at- 
tention to reading, meditation; and to. ſtudy to, 
Mew himſelf approved of God, a workman that 
need not be aſhamed ; to ſtir up the gift of God 
that was in him. Even the Apoftle himfelf made 
uſe of helps, or why did he deſire Timothy to 
bring him the books which he left with Carpus ?; 
%) But ſtill, let a man be ever fo well acquainted. 
with books, or human learning, he muſt be in- N 
ſtructed from on high, or he will make a poor ru 
ler in God's houſe; he will often blunder, and 7 
hence it is that he has need to be much in prayer, 
that his heavenly inſtructor may direct him. 1 
think Luther has a fſaying*to this effect, that 
prayer, meditation and temptation, make a goſ- 
pel miniſter; we may ſay, they are very neceſ- 

(a) 1 Tim, i. 13. 14. (5) 2 Tim. xi. 13. 
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reach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 


fary ingredients in his compoſition, and he is not 
likely to do well without them; yet ſtill it is ne- 
ceſſary to ſeek in all things the wiſdom which 
cameth from above. 
zd. A man of God is called of God to his fa- 
cred office. No man to ought take this office of be- 
ing a miniſter of the goſpel h kimfelf, bit le 
that is called of God, as Agron was called to be the 
high- prieſt. In this reſpect the apoſtle thanked. 
God, in that he fitted him for his work, and 
counted bim worthy, putting him into the mi- 
niſtry. (a Obſerve, it was God that qualified 
him for his work, and called him to his office. 
This honour he highly eſteemed; and as he ex- 
claims with wonder, Jo me, who am lefs than the 
leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould: 


Chriſt. ( If we run. without being ſent, yea. 
ſent by Jehovah, himſelf, we: are: certainly in- 
truders, and ſhall not profit the people; and the 
Lord of the vineyard; may juſtly demand, Who 
hath required this at your hands? The hand 
of a biſhop, or a preſbyter, or a conference, can 
only admit us to act in their reſpective ſocisties, 
and will avail exceeding little, unleſs we have the 
hand of the Lord upon us.“ It is will known, 
that every candidate for orders in the eſtabliſhed 
church profeſſes, Jo be moved by the Holy: 
Ghoſt to take upon him that office and miniſtry.”; 


Sc that it is no new. doctrine, but was known to 


our venerable reformers. -. Whether their ſong 

know, or care any gbing about it, is a matter: 

which their own conſciences muſt look into. 
(a) 1 Tim. i. 12. (3) Eph. iii. f. 


| 8 8 
However, ſuch is the doctrine of the bible, and 
alſo that of the church of England. 
- 4th. The mas o God, is fully and freely en- 
gaged in the ſervice of God. On one hand it is 
a pleaſant and an honourable ſervice, ſeeing it is 
the higheſt ſervice under the heavens, namely, 
that of bringing ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt. But on the 
other hand, it wears a different aſpect in the ſight 
of man. To be deemedꝭ as the filth of the world, 
and off-ſcouring'ot all things, is no pleaſing cir- 
cumſtance; yet this will be the cal with fuch 
as are fully engaged in the ſervice of God. God's 
miniſters are called to endure: hardneſs, as good 
ſoldiers of Jeſus: Chriſt; and their warfare will 
laſt as long as their ſervice laſts, Hence it is, 
that they muſt put on the whole armour of God, 
that they may ſtand in the evil day, the day of 
trial and perſecution. Let any one read the 
lives of the firſt preachers of the goſpel, alſo that 
of the reformers, and even ſome of the narratives 
of the firſt preachers in our. connexion, for proof 
of this; nor did our deceaſed brother eſcape, as 
will be obſerved by and by. Chriſt's miniſters 
are called labourers, and are faid to labour in the 
word and doctrine. Indeed it is a labour of the 
head, and a labour of the heart; a labour of the 
body, and a labour of the mind; a labour that 
Has coſt me many a night's ſleep. They have not 
to labour only with wicked and unreaſonable 
men, avowedly as ſuch, but even profeſſors will 
make their way very rough and turbulent: Many 
of theſe will be crooked and perverſe; head- 
ſtrong and untraftable ; ſo that it is not eaſy to 
tell what to do with them. Such will create no 
ſmall trouble to the faithful miniſters of Chriſt, 
and will make their hands hang down, and diſ- 


9 


courage them in their labour. However, their 
work is with the Lord, and their labour is with their 


God and he will ſtand by them in every trying hour 

th. The man of God is an imitator of God, 
one who treads in the ſteps of his divine maſter; 
and his language is, Be ye imitators of me, as Jan 
of Chriff. Like an eaſtern ſhepherd, he muſt go 
before his flock, and ſhew them the way by 
walking in it himſelf. A faithful miniſter muſt 
not be hke a __—_— merely pointing the 
way; but like a careful guide. who walks with, 
or goes before the traveller. Our Lord obſerves, 
that the true ſhepherd calleth his ſtee by name, and 
leadeth them out. And when he frutteth forth his 
own fert, he goeth before them, and the ſteen follow 
him : for they knew his voice. (a) | remember it to 
bave been ſaid of a pulpit orator, that when he 
was in the pulpit, it was a pity he ſhould 
have been out of it, and when he was out of 
it, it was a. pity. he ſhould ever go into it 
again. Such a one is certainly a moſt deſpi- 
cable character, and is- likely to be among 
thoſe who in the great day may ſay, Lokp, 
have we not prophefied in thy name? and in thy 
name caſt out devils? and done many wonder- 


| ons works? when the Lok will profeſs, I never | 


knew you, departfrom me ye workers of iniquk - 
ty. The miniſter will be called to imitate his 


Lon, in bumility, in meekneſs and gentleneſs, 


in patience, and long ſuffering, and in child- 
like ſimplieity. However, in many caſes he 
muſt; be ſteady; but his ſteadineſs muſt ſtill be 


in meek calmneſs; ſo that he may ſay, ye are 


witheſſes, aud Cod is a WI alſo, how kolily, and 
-i bas noni dl rl 6: : 1 a 
(a): John x. 3, 4. 
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juſtly, and unblameably, we behaved ourſelves among 
vou that believe. (a) We cannot reprove others 
for the ſins which we live in ourſelves. Thou that 
preacheſt a man ſhould not ſteal, or be covetous, 
live in luxury, in anger or malice, or is vain, or 
trifling ; art thou living in any of theſe things? 
How great muſt be thy condemnation, when the 
Lord will ſay, Ont of thine own mouth will I con-. 
demi thee, thou wicked ſervant} But, O thou 
man of God, flee theſe things; and follow 
after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, pa- 
tience, meekneſs. Fight the good fight of faith, 
lay hold on eternal life. {8 15 
Sth. The Man of God, is one whoſe work the. 
Lord approves of, and therefore gives ſucceſs to, 
his labour. Indeed no labour can be ſucceſsful: 
without the divine bleſſing ; for even Paul may 
plant and Apollos may water, but it is God who 
muſt give the increaſe. Our blefled Lord very 
juſtly ſays, F/ithout me ye can do-nothing ; but then 
he has promiſed 4 be with his own ſent ſervants. 
always, even tothe end of the world. He certainly 

| Has not called his ſervants into his vineyard. to tan. 
talize and mock them; no, he will make them. 
uſeful in fome department or another. But, as in 
the erecting a ſtately palace, there are workmen: 
of various deſcriptions employed; ſome in the 
rougheſt parts of the building, and others in the 
more elegant departments. All are not diggers of 
ſtone, makers of brick, treaders of mortar, or 
ſawers of timber; neither are all carvers or gil - 

ders; but every map may be excellent or uſeful in 
his proper work. In the primitive church, all 
were not apoſtles, all were not prophets, all did 

not work miracles ; nay, that burning and ſhin- 

(a) 1 Theſſ. ii. 10. 
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ing light, John the Baptiſt, wrought no miracles 


yet all contributed to the building the houſe of, 
the living God. The talent of ſome lies in awak- 
ening, and they are therefore ſons of thunder ; 


the gift of others may be adapted to comfort 


mourners; and therefore are ſons of conſolation. 
Some have a talent of diſſecting the humam heart, 
and diſcovering the lurking evils; others may 
point out the devices of Satan; others can open 
the ſcriptures in a very eaſy and proſitable man- 
ner; while others can lead the believer into far 
ther depths of the divine life. Hence we ſee the 
utility of the itinerent plan, in that every congres 
cation has the advantage of the various gitts 
which the head of the church has beſtowed upon 
his numerous ſervants; all to the feeding his 
flock, the edifying his body the church. This 
ſhall lead me to the 12 5% « {go 
II. Thing propoſed, that is to conſider, what 

is the duty, of the church to ſuch as have the rule 
over:them. Our Apoſtle ſavs, Remember them. 1; 
iſt. Remember the authority they have; they 
do not act in their own name; but in the name g 
him who ſent them, and who ſays to them, He tat 
receiveth you, receiveth me; and hethat deſhiſeth u. 
deſjuſeth me. There is alſo a meaning in what he 
ſays in another place, whatſoever ye bind on earth h 
be bound in keaven, and whatſoever ye looſe on cart 


faall be looſed in heaven. (a) It may be abuſed, and 


proſtituted to ſiniſter purpoſes by popiſh prieſts or 
others, and there is nothing but what wicked men 
may abuſe; yet it has an awful meaning, and 
therefore does not ſtand as a mere cypher in the 
book of God. We may ſay of the faithful miaiſteg 
of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ſays of the civil magiſ. 
| (a) Mat. xvili. 187 


| 12 
trate, He beareth not the ſword in vain ; he 1s a. mi- 
niſter of God for good to thee, if thou do that which 
is good. 4 25 
24. Remember the reſpect that is due to them, 
which you cannot be ignorant of, if you duly at- 
tend to the oracles of God. What ſays the apoſ- 
' tle on that head? We beſeech you brethren to know 
| them that labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh you; and to efteem them very highly 
mn /ove for their works ſake. (a) And in the chap- 
ter from whence the text is taken, Obey them that 
have the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves ; for they 
watch over your Souls, as they that muſt give an ac- 
' rount that they may da it with joy, and not with grief: 
for that is unfrofitable for you. (6) 1 doubt this is a 
circumſtance that is overlooked; and that many 
are led by the caprice of their own prejudice, for 
er againſt the man, without confidering whoſe 
fervant he is, or what the word of God requires 
in that caſe : Nay, the word of God cammands 
fomething more than bare reſpect in profeſſion ; 
it requires proof, by adminiſtering to their neceſ- 
fities ; Let kim that is taught 15 the word communi- 
rate to him that teacheth in all good things ; for the 
labourer is worthy of his hire. They who miniſter 
at the altar partake of the things of the altar; 


even ſo hath Godordained that they who preach 


the goſpel ſhould live by the goſpel. For if they 
miniſter to you ſpiritual things, is it any great 
thing if they ſhare a little of your carnal things? 
Perhaps under God, you owe more to them on 
thatvery account than you are aware of. Remem- 
ber, God bleſſed the houſe of Obededom for the fake of 
the ark. If a perſon is teaching us a language, an 

art or aſcience, we deem them worthy of reſpect; 
| (a) 1 Theſf, v. 12, 13, (6) Ver. 17. n 


13 
yea, I may ſay honour; and how much more to 
ſuch as are the inſtruments of our Salvation. 
zd. Remember, the great truths which they have 
delivered unto you from time to time, that you do 
not let them flip. The Apoſtle admoniſhes the 
Corinthians to keep in memory what be had 
Yreached to them unleſs their believing was in vain 
here much is given, much undoubtedly is re- 
quired ; ſo that there is great need to take heed 
that it may never be our condemnation. that we 
have the light of the world; and that we ſhould 
love darkneſs rather than light, while our deeds 
are evil. God's ſervants are like the wiſe houſ⸗ 
holder, who bringeth out of his treaſure things 
new and old; therefore the various kinds of advice 
which we have received reſpecting our different 
ſtates, ſtations, and circumſtances in life, ſhould 
be treaſured up in our hearts; ſo that all may 
have a ſuitable influence over our life and con- 
verſation. Even their well-timed reproofs ſhould 
not be forgotten, ſeeing they may be under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity of reproving, ſometimes 
for wrong tempers, or wrong conduct, or flug- 
giſhneſs, or wrong principles; in all which caſes 
it may be highly neceſſary to reprove ſharply, 
that they may be ſound in the faith. Even Pe- 
ter, at a certain time, was to be blamed, and 
therefore, Paul withſtood him to the face; and 
for any thing we know, Peter took it well ; for 
we do not ünd that he reſented it. It may be 
needful to remember the reviving cordials of di- 
vine conſolation, which God's ſeryants have mi- 
niſtered unto us from time to time in our dilte» 
| rent diſtreſſes, either of body or mind, and which 
| may be a means of lifting up our drooping heads, 
| or confirming our feeble knees. There is ng 


» 


1 
conſolation like that which comes from the word 


of God; the promiſes are like the leaves of the 


tree of life, which are for the healing of the na- 
tions. 

4th. We ſhould remember the ſervants of God 
upon our knees. The | Apoſtle makes this re- 
queſt in ſeveral. places even for himſelf, that ut- 


terance might be given him, ſo that he might 


ſpeak as he ought. To the Theffalonians, he 
ſays, Brethren, fray for us; an expreſſion, which 


1 ſeldom either read, or repeat, without an 
abaſing ſenſe of myſelf, When! confider the 


| quality of the Apoſtle; his pedigree, education, 


natural, and acquired abilities; his extenſive 
and ſuccefsful labours ; his great fufferings; he 
could ſhew the marks of ſtripes and ſcourges, 
which he calls 2% marks of he Lord Jeſus : yea, I 
contemplate his high communion with God; 

yet this tall cedar bows his reverend head to the 
poor Theflalonians, and fays, Brethren, firay for 


us lam abaſed in the duſt, and bes and feel 


much need of the prayers of the children of God 
in the behalf of myſelt, and other feeble reeds 
which God uſes. in our day. He requeſts they 
would pray that they might be delivered from. 
wicked and unreaſonable men, Perhaps there 
would be no impropriety in our hearers doing 
the ſame, for certainly we have very unreaſon- 
able men to deal with, and ſuch as would tram- 
ple us under their feet. In the chapter from 
whence the text is taken, he repeats the requeſt, 


Pray for us; for we truſt we have a good conſcience, 


all to live honeſtly. Let this advice be attended 
o, and eſpecially if you ſee any weakneſs in 
Four miniſters. There, at the throne of grace, 
ou may ſpeak freely, and fafely, it will not be 
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| told again, and therefore can hurt no one. Tel. 
ling my weakneſs to this man, or that woman, 
can be of no ſervice, either to them or me; it 
may hurt them; but tellmg, or laying them be- 
fore the Lord, wilt hurt no one, and may be of 
ſervice to me; becauſe our God hears prayer, 
and can anſwer to our mutual comfort. 
5th. We are to follow their faith; that is, the 
great truths which they deliver. Great ſtreſs is 
laid upon this every where. A certain woman} 
once heard our Lorv with rapture, and exclaim- 
ed, Bleſſed is the womb which bare thee, and the pajis 
which thou haſt ſucked ; but he replied, yea rather, 
bleſſed are they that hear the wa'd of God and keejs it. 
The Jews had the goſpel preached to them in 
types and figures, and more eſpecially by the 
Prophets ; but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith in them 
who heard it ; and therefore they did not 
profit by it. The Apoſtle Jemes has a fine 
comparifon : Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own ſouls. I, any man be a 
hearer of the word, and not a dber, he is like unto a 
man beholding his face in a glaſs, and Riraightway for- 
getteth what manner of man he was. But whoſe 
looketh into the fierfet law of liberty, and continueth 
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this 
man ſhall be bleſſed in is deed. (a) Thus follow 
the faith of God's ſervants; that is, to expe» 
rience and practiſe that which they are enforcing 
upon us; ſo that we may be throughly changed 
both in heart and life, to the honour and glory 
o EEE 5 
th. We are to confider the end of their converſa- 
then. Theircomverſation may refer to their own walk 
a) Jam. 1. 22, 25, 24,25. © 
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and conduct. Be ye followers of me, ſaid. Paul, as 
am of Chriſt. (a) And again, Be ye followers to- 
rether of me, and mark them which, walk fo, as ye 
ave us for an enjamfile. (b) The Apoſtle lays 
great ſtreſs upon the practical part of religion, 
both in himſelf and others. And indeed it is 
he only proof which we can give to either God 
r man, that we are truly changed. Moreover, 
he end of the true miniſter's converfation is to 
point to Jeſus Chriſt, who is the ſame yeſterday, to- 
day, and for ever. Poor mortals are changeable. 
ut Jeſus is the fame, the ſame in counlel, and 
n might. Befides, let men be ever fo excellent, 
hey oh go the way of all the earth; even Paul 
zwuſt defeart hence to his bleſſed Lord, and Peter 
wh hut off his tabernacle ; but Jeſus can ſay, I aw 
e that was dead, but behold I am ative, and tive 
or evermore. From hence we ſee who the true 
zeflengers of the Lord Jeſus are; men born of 
70d, taught of God, called of God, into his ſer- 
ice, imitators of him, and fuch as he owns and 
dleſſes; and likewiſe we fee our calling, and 
duty to ſuch, in what manner we are to conduct 
durſelyes towards tbem. | 
III. I ſhall now endeayour to apply. matters to 
he preſent awful occafion, and ſee. how they will 
uit the character of our much eſteemed. brother, 
ately gone to his eternal reſt. 
This venerable man was born in the city of 
arliſle, in December 1733; but his parents dy- 
ng while he was very young, he was brought. 
> by a relation in the town of Barnard Cattle. 
e ſays, he had ſerious impreſſions upon his. 
nind at a very early period, efpecially.in; thinking 
pn the day judgment: But, as he ſays, Theſe 
(a) 1 Cor. xi. 1. (4) Phil. il. 27. 
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Impreſſions, wore off, and I began to be rough it 
my manners, and untamed in my mind.” _ _. 

The truth was brought to Barnard Caſtle by a 
poor man, a native of that town, and who. had 
lived ſome time at Leeds in Vorkſhire, where hg 
found the pearl of great price, Being returned tc 
Barnard Caſtle, he ſpake of what God had done 
for his ſoul to his acquaintance, which had good 
effect. He and a few more met in an upper 
chamber for fear of the mob, where they read 
ſung hymns and . prayed. Young Hanby wit 
others found them out; and as his companiang 
were diſpoſed to mock, he joined, with them in 
ſo doing: but his conſcience reproved him; anc 
the next night he went by himſelf and deſired te 
be admitted among them, and found himſel 
ſweetly drawn to ſeek an unknown God. The 
riniſter began to take notice of this infant ſact 
ety, and aſſured a relation of Mr. Hanby's, that 
they were all wrong; and ſet up a meeting of hy 
own, In oppoſition to the Methodiſts, in, whic 
he was to teach them a rational religion; throught 
the perſuaſion of his relation, the youth joined 
this rational ſociety of formaliſts, who could 
play at cards, and take their pleaſures ; but 1 
continued” not long, before it quite. dwindled 
away; and he and his relation joined the little 
perſecuted company, who began to have; 
preacher now and then to come among them, ane 
who met with very rough treatment. However 
he found his defires increaſe, and he longed iq 
the day ſtar to riſe in his benighted mind; ane 
while he was at prayer by himſelf, the Long 
et his ſoul at liberty. © 

He then wiſhed to ſee Newcaſtle, that 
he might find more ample inſtruction; ane 
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ccordingly he went, and ſtayed there ſome 
nonths, attending preaching night and morning, 
nd other means which were of great uſe to him. 
Returning to Barnard Caſtle, he ſtayed a while 
here, informing them of the excellent ſermons, 
hich he had heard, the nature of their diſci- 
line, and of the chriſtian fpirit which he had ſeen. 
t Newcaſtle, all of which had profited and con- 
rmed his ſoul very much, Thus was he born of 
Hearing of the work of God at Leeds, he re- 
dived to take a trip thither for a while, and then 
eturn, and ſettle at home for life. Accordingly 
e went thither, and very providenttally got 
bdging at the houſe of a local preacher, where 
ie met with kind and chriſtian uſage, and his 
ime paſſed” ſweetly on, walking in the light of 

od's countenance ; having little care upon his 
mind, but the law of the Lord was his delight, 
nd in which he meditated day and night. 

But now a new ſcene opened unto him ; the 
durden of the Lord came upon him; and he be- 
teved he had a call to preach the goſpel. The 
rſt ĩimpreſſion he treated as à temptation ; his ig- 
lorance, want of experience; his youth, and the 
ugh treatment which he faw the preachers 
het with at Barnard Caſtle, all ſtood as objec- 
ions before him. His foul fell into great dark- 

tefs, which he compared to that in cken. 1 

hich fell upon Abraham ; and he was in great 
hitternefs of foul, not ſaying any thing to any one; 
hut pouring out his diſtreſſed ſoul unto the Lord, 
ge felt a willingneſs to comply, if he were ſure 
eas the will of Gt. 

He heard of a pious woman that was dying, 
ind was exceeding happy; and he felt a great 
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deſire to ſee one die in that ſweet frame. H 
then made it his requeſt to God, that if it wa 
his will he ſhould preach, that he would ſhew i 
to this dying ſaint; and as a preacher was goin! 
to viſit her, he followed. Being a ſtranger t 
her, and every body beſide, he ſtood in a corne 
of the room while the preacher was ſpeaking t 
the dying woman; and when it was over, ant 
he going away, or was gone, he was told tha 
lhe | enquired for the young man who ftood 1 
the corner; he returned, and went to her bee 
ſide; ſhe then looked earneſtly at him, and ſaid 
God hath called you to preach his goſpel: you 
have long rejected the call, but he will make yo 
go; obey the call, obey the call. She put fuel 
an emphaſis upon © he'll make you, as alme 
terrified him. He now refolved, by the help e 
_ God, to make trial. Thus was he called of God 
He. opened his commiſſion in a village callet 
Bramley, in the neighbourhood of Leeds. In hi 
way thither, he was variouſly exerciſed; no 
thinking much what he ſhould ſpeak from, be 
lieving, that if he was called, God would poin 
out ſomething for him to ſpeak from; and if hi 
was confounded before the people, it would:be 
leſs croſs than that of being a preacher of th 
goſpel. He took for a text, © If ye then be riſe 
with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are above.” 
The people trembled for him, but at the ſame 
time 'prayed heartily for him; and the Lord vi 
ſited them with his preſence, and ſet two ſoul 
at liberty. Thus God approved of his work 

and owned his labour. n 
He continued ſometimes preaching occaſfiona 
ly, and ſupplying for the preachers in differen 
parts till the year 1754, when he ſet out for Stat 
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rdſhire; and thus commenced bis itinerent 
reer. He endured much perſecution durin 
at year in various places; and no ſmall danger, 
pecially at Burton- upon- Trent; but from thoſe 
wious perils the Lord delivered him. In 1755, 
attended the conference at Leeds, and was 
ken into full connexion ;- one year at that time 
ing thought ſufficient for. trial. He was ap- 
biated. for Canterbury; but in his way ſpent 
me time in London, till winter drew on. He 
t out, and as his caſh was ſmall, he was under 
e neceſſity of riding through in one day, for he 
duld not procure a night's lodging for himſelf 
d horſe. Night came on before he reached 
anterbury, and as he drew near, two ſoldiers 
ized him, and robbed him of his watch and 
ghteen-pence, all the money he had in the 
orld. However, providence brought good 
of this evil; for it being rumoured in the 
ty, that the methodiſt preacher had been rob- 
d by two ſoldiers, it brought many to hear, 
oth ſoldiers. and town's. people, and numbers 
ere converted, and joined the ſociety. 

He ſpent; ſeveral years in various parts of Eng- 
nd; and in 1762 he went into Scotland, where 
Was very uſeful, eſpecially in Dundee, and 
e began the ſociety there. The people of that 
bwn had been much ſurpriſed by a bright ſhin- 
g light on a particular. ſpot of ground, which 
Ppuld not be accounted for. In that very ſpot, 
r. Hanby fixed his ſtation, for preaching, with- 
ut any previous knowledge of that circumſtance. 
After ſpending three years, with much ſatis- 
Action to. himſelf, and profit to the people, he 
turned to England, where he laboured in vari- 
us parts with his uſual acceptance. In 1785 it 
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was determined that the ordinances ſhould: beat 
miniſtered in Scotland, and Mefirs. Hanby, Pa 
ſon, and J. Taylor, were ordained for that pu 
poſe. But Scotland did not agree with Mr. Ha 
by's health at this time; and it gave his conſtit 
tion ſuch a ſhake that he never entirely recovere 
his former ſtate of health. However, he cont 
nued his labours with good acceptance in No 
tingham, Sheffield, Liverpool, Bolton, Oldha 
and Leeds circuits, in all which places hisnam 
is, and will be precious as long as thoſe live h 
knew him. In 1794 he was called to the chair, t 
preſide in the conference at Briſtol. 

With reſpect unto his laſt end we have the ac 
count of it in the April magazine for the preſen 
year: the ſubſtance of which is, that on Sunda 
© WE ak 25th, 1796, he preached in the morn 
ing at ſix, and again he began the ſervice at ten 
and in the evening at ſix. He met ſeveral claſſes 
and after his laborious day, he complained o 
being poorly; and the next day he was much 
worle, owing, as is ſuppoſed, to ſome gall ſtonet 
not paſſing, a diſorder which he was ſubject to 
All poſſible medical help was-procured, but te 
no purpoſe. Seeing his affectionate partner 1 
diſtreſs, he ſaid, God will be a father to the 
fatherleſs, and a huſband to the widow; I have 
left my all with him.” Soon after; What ſhauld 
I now do if I had my religion to ſeek.” As he 
edt weaker, he was aſked ſeveral times, if b 
ound: the Lord near him, he anſwered, « Tes. 
On Thurſday evening being aſked, how he was f 
he anfwered, 1 .am- departing ; but I have 
„fought a, good fight,” and a little. paſt eight 
o'clock he breathed out his laſt, aged 63, having 
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aboured in the miniſtry 43 years. Thus ff 
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iſhed 
his excellent man his courſe with jop. 
My firſt knowledge of Mr. Hanby was in 1760, 
miniſtered to a congregation of Independants at 
hat time, and Mr. Whitfield came to preach in 
he town, which was Wakefield. As Mr. Whit- 
eld might be ſaid to be the firſt preacher which 
ever heard, | had a high eſteem for him. I went 
to hear him; Mr. Hanby was preſenr alſo, an en- 
Ire ſtranger to me; but J felt my mind much 
drawn to him ; and as he was to preach the fol- 
lowing Sunday, and the time not interfering with 
bur ſervice, I went to hear him; his text was 
1 Tim. iii. 16. He really preached an excellent, 
evangelical diſcourſe, ſuch as I did not expett ; 
and from that time I began to form an acquain- 
tance among the Methodiſts, and ſoon after dif- 
. myſelf from the congregation which I | 
ſerved, and caſt in my lot among the Methodiſts, 
and have been a poor wanderer ever ſince. The 
ſtation I was then in might have led to more caſe 
and honour; but I have reaſon to believe my pre- 
ſent life has proved more uſeful, which is the true 
end of preaching the goſpel. From hence it is 
eaſy to infer, that I muſt have had a cloſe attach- 
ment to Mr. Hanby, and whoſe death I ſincerely 
Jament. In him his children have loſt an affec- 
tionate father, his wife an indulgent huſband, [ 
a valuable friend, and the church a uſeful minif- 
ter. But our loſs is his gain. vo ap nes 


There were many valuable qualities in Mr. 
Hanby: He had a good natural Pe and was 
exceeding gentle in his diſpoſition, which rendered 
him not quite ſo fit for a diſciplinarian, as that 
requires Libenmév a little exertion. There was 
great uniformity in him; no flights, nothing 


light, or trifling; nothing Whining or complain 
ing, but much loving gravity. There was great 
modeſty, ſeldom ſpeaking of any great goo 
done by him, as how many, or who, were con 
vinced or converted under him; or how man 
flocked to hear him. No, he left the work te 
ſpeak for itſelf. He was endowed with much 
'well-tried patience, and, he had often occaſion 
for the ſame, He had ſome domeſtic trials, in 
one period of his pilgrimage; and though he 
was one of the molt inoffenſive men living, yet 
he met with much unkind uſage among ſome, 
who profeſs religion. He was a friend to hberty 
of conſcience, and as he was ſolemnly ordained, 
and had promiſed upon his knees to adminiſter 
the ordinances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſup- 
per, he could not ſatisfy his conſcience without 
doing theſe things where the people requeſted. 
He could not fee but that the people in England 
ſtood in as much need of our aſſiſtance in that 
reſpe& as the people of Scotland; hence, though 
remarkable for his mildneſs, he was inflexible 
and ſteady, where his cbnſcience and the word 


of God were concerned. W 
Mr. Hanby was married three times. His firſt 
wife lived but a little while. His ſecond bore 
him ſeveral children; three of whom ſhe left 
very young. Circumſtances called for ſome one 
to act as a mother to theſe. The department of 
a ſtep-mother is very critical; and therefore re- 
quired time, nor did he out-run providence, 
which in due time pointed out an help meet for 
him in every reſpect, and who has proved a 
ſource of domeſtic comfort to him, and by whom 
he has left three children; who, with their af- 
flicted mother, are now left to bemoan their 
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heavy loſs. May God be a father to his chil- 
Aren, and a huſband to his widow. 

Thus has the amiable Thomas Hanby ended 
his days in peace ! We ſhall ſoon follow. I con- 
feſs it affects my mind not a little concerning this 
awful providence. May the numerous congre- 
gations, in which this good man has laboured, 
remember the ſolemn truths which they ſo often 
heard with much approbation from this eminent 
ſervant of God, ſo that though he be dead, he 
yet ſpeaketh to them, Many of you, to whom 
Jam now ſpeaking, have often expreſſed your 
high regard for him; let that appear by follow- 
ing both his doctrine and example, as he fol- 
lowed Chriſt. There were ſeveral who endea- 
voured to make his way rough, and thereby ob- 
ſtructed his uſefulneſs; I believe it would give 
you pain, very much pain, had you any thing of 
that ſort upon your conſciences; and J hope you 
never will have any cauſe for any ſuch painful 
reflections. May you never indalge a thought, 
or give way to a word that will give you pain in 
future. No, may we all attend the fookſteps of 
the flock, and feed our kids, all our rifing good 
defires beſides the ſhepherds tents (a). So that 
with the wiſe we may ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament, and with thoſe that have turned 
many to righteouſneſs, for ever and ever (5). 


{ =) Song, i. 7. (8) Dan. xii. 3. 
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